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JoAnn Wiedman is one of those women who possesses a great deal of strength.  To look at her, you would not see that because she is petite.  Her delicate structure is crowned by a mass of curly brown hair that frames her pretty face and cascades over her shoulders in ringlets. She is unassuming, soft-spoken, and non-invasive but she holds a reservoir of living water within her in which we would all do well to learn to swim, if not to drown. She is an Aquarian, born February 11, which no doubt contributes to her water-bearing character. 
“I had two marriages and two children who are grown and still single. My daughter lives in Portland and my son, who works for an engineering firm, lives in Vail where he can indulge his passion for snowboarding.  

JoAnn is originally from the suburbs of Chicago, Illinois, where she grew up in a devoutly Catholic family, the oldest of five.  There were two elder girls and three boys in the family, in which their father was a high school math teacher and their mother was a secretary until her fifth child was born, whereafter she was a stay-at-home mother. 
From a strong German heritage, with some French and Swiss, they all went to parochial grade school, which included mass five days a week, plus Sunday.  And most all of their friendships centered around the Church and Church-related activities.
Her family boasts five attorneys in three generations, which may account for why she felt “a little different -- left-handed and right-brained” by comparison.  It might also account for why she began to ask questions that led to her leaving the Church at age 20.

“I could not believe the dogma, how God would treat us.  I was lucky, in the second grade, to have a nun teach that everyone is a temple of God and has the Spirit within them.  My brother and sister were still being taught that only Catholics can go to heaven and so they later became fundamentalists.

“After I left the Church, I became agnostic.  At least, I was not personally involved in anything religious or spiritual until one day I was caught in heavy traffic and I cursed: ‘Goddammit!’ and I heard a voice speak saying, “That’s hardly fair if you say you don’t believe!”  I was so taken aback by that, I began a fervent spiritual search and six weeks later I found the Urantia Book.”
Tell us about that.
“In college, at Illinois State University in around 1970 or 1971, I saw it. My sister had a copy, but I didn’t pay attention to it then because I was not into other things my sister was into, like political radicalism and drugs, so I just ignored it.  
After I graduated, I moved to Colorado in my VW bug with a friend.  We stayed with an ex-nun and an ex-priest who were married. There I joined a work school and learned to meditate at 23.

“Later, I went with my sister to visit with some Bahai elders in Colorado Springs where they had a very long scroll, listing the major prophets, including Melchizedek and Jesus, and they talked about dispensations, and I found it very interesting.  When we got home, my sister dug out her copy of the Urantia Book. 
“My sister said she didn’t have time to get into the Urantia Book so I used to read it to her on tape because she was spiritually searching at the time.” 

So you both got something out of that.

“Not so much my sister, but I got very involved in it.  I studied it for about six months and talked to a friend who asked questions about it. Then I looked at it for another six months and decided to believe it.
“I had a brother in Massachusetts so I moved there in 1975 and from there I attended Dan Massey’s study group in Cambridge, where I met Eric Johnson.”
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Let’s get into your service work. Where does your motivation come from?  What is your passion?  What inspires you?
“My passion is to help create world peace. And I see that as, first, finding inner peace, which is the focus of the healing work that I do, helping people recover from past life trauma (not past lives but earlier in this life), recovering from emotional trauma, so they can be spiritually liberated. 
I am inspired by The Ordination Sermon, in which Jesus says:  
And I see this personal peace as leading to the second part, which is: 

“I left Massachusetts in 1978 to go back to Colorado.  En route I spent a year in Toledo, Ohio, which is where I met Byron Belitsos, at a Study Group hosted by Mary Ann and Don Krell.   
“I got married in 1979 and started a Denver study group in 1981 when I had my first child, and that went on for over 12 years. There were sometimes 26 people attending; we had pot luck social time and study group.
“In 1993 my husband and I separated.  I did not feel safe in Denver alone, so I moved to Golden, Colorado, and started a Urantia Book study group which became a UB-based divorce support group.”  

When did you hear of the Teaching Mission?
“In December of 1992, I went to Woods Cross with friends.  We were very excited about it, but it was the evening of the non-appearance of Gabriel.  I ws told that the Teachers were advising the group on stock market investing. We came away with a very bad impression. 
“I remained distant from it for ten years, until the IC-02 Conference.  I was helping Paula with the Bookstore and I was in there most of the time, talking with vendors and customers. I didn’t attend many workshops because I was at the store . I realized after the Conference that the most meaningful things for me were the personal exchanges with individuals and almost all of them exhibiting the fruits of the spirit were in the Teaching Mission.

“I decided I would look at it from the Jesus standard:  ‘What does it do for the human soul?  Does it bring God to man? Does it bring man to God?’   So I decided to look closer.  
“I went to Jim and Roxie’s group and felt it was a good thing.  Well, I’ve been listening to spiritual guidance for 20 years.  Out of college, I read auto-hypnosis books and I knew how to get in touch with the sub- conscious, to find things or to find out about things.  With the UB, I switched that over to the super-conscious and could discern Yes and No answers very easily.
“I realized that I had probably missed a lot of nuances of spiritual guidance by restricting it to Yes or No, and I wanted to hear guidance better, to sit in meditation and remember experiences and messages. JoiLin was living in Colorado at the time and she invited several to come to a group to learn to listen.  We were asked to sit in meditation and to speak out loud into a tape recorder what we heard and thought was guidance.  We would go to the meetings and listen to those things with each other.” 
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I heard or read somewhere about your being involved with some kind of Urantia Book Committee. Tell us about that. 
“That would be the Interfaith Committee.  Last year I went to the North American Interfaith Network Conference in San Francisco.  The current focus of the Interfaith Committee is to encourage Urantia Book readers to be active in their communities, as people being inspired by the Urantia Book.  

“Before I got on the Interfaith Committee, I was on the Outreach Committee.  While on that Committee, I went to three or four EXPOs per year, introducing people to the Urantia Book.  The Outreach Committee created a Speaker’s Bureau and I joined Toastmasters to fine-tune my speaking skills.”
How did you get involved in those Committees?  Did you volunteer?

“I had been working with Paula Thompson at the Jesusonian Foundation’s Good Cheer Press.  In 2002, Paula was Chair of the Outreach Committee and she invited me to be on the Outreach Committee.  I have been serving the Fellowship since 2002.”
From what I have gleaned from the prayer circles we have been in together, you are a very busy worker.  What else do you do?
“For two and a half years I’ve led an Inter-faith Service for World Peace once a month at the Center for Inner Peace in Pueblo.”

What does that entail?

“Usually I select quotes from many sources, choose a focus for meditation, create a group meditation, and we send that energy where it is needed and asking the angels to deliver it. Then after the meditation, we share insights.  It’s a manageable group – small enough to be intimate, big enough to feel abundant.

“I have done a lot of pro bono healing work, from the time I first learned hypnotherapy. What I find most valuable is helping people get in touch with the “high self,” the part in them that is in communication with the Spirit, and I let that Spirit lead them into healing. 

“In 1995, I was called to learn Reiki, and by 1998 I was a Reiki master.  I have taken all the courses that can be taught, and Reiki training was the beginning of my listening for more spiritual guidance.

“I came into transmitting/receiving through Reiki. I was taught that we would work with Reiki angels and Reiki guides, so when I would encounter blocked energy, I would ask the guides, ‘What’s this about?’ From their feedback, I would ask my client, ‘This may be related to ___. Is that something you would be willing to let go?”  As soon as they give verbal permission, I feel the healing energy flow more powerfully.

“My sister, who had been a fundamentalist, became a New Age enthusiast.  She gave me input on Kryon, Glenda Green, and a lot of the messages that are coming through.  It is evident that there really is something going on, a lot more communication.  I wanted to know what it was that was coming through people who read the Urantia Book, people who have the same concepts that I do.
“That finally gelled after IC-02.  The Spirit was inviting me to revisit my opinions about the Teaching Mission. I gave my sister the book The Correcting Time and after reading it she gave it to me, saying, ‘You need to read this.’  We are now closer because of this New Age spiritual connection, but it’s more New Age than UB.”
You have other family members in Pueblo?

“My sister, one of my brothers, and our parents also live in Pueblo. Our parents moved there in the 1980’s and retired in Pueblo West. I see them regularly. I moved here in 2004 when my youngest left home.” 

What’s the altitude there?

“The altitude is about 4600.”
A lot of snow, I suppose?

“Not much, no.  It’s on the front range.  The Pueblo area is short grass prairie and high country desert.”
Tell us about your experience as a T/R, which is yet another form of service.
“Yes, I transmit Eregon.  And I got his name before the movie came out.”  

What movie is that?

“There is a movie about a talking dragon, named Eregon.  I have been transmitting since 2003.  

“I had a rather profound experience meeting Mother Spirit during a drought.  I had been meditating on the edge of a canyon in Utah, praying for an end of the drought then wondering if that was a proper kind of a prayer, meditating on what’s wrong, what’s right.  All of a sudden I was surrounded by vibrations and they went through me as I heard, “Gaia Nebadonia I AM.”  I asked, “Are we destroying our planet?”  And I saw fractal images coming and going, all kinds of life forms, from mountaintops to sea bottoms, and she said, ‘My child, I will survive.’  

“Another time, in 2002, in Santa Fe, at an Introduction to Incan/Mayan predictions workshop at Unity Church, I was introduced to Pacha Mama.  We were taught how to help people get rid of old negative energy, heavy energy, and fill with balanced energy. We were taught that as we do that and old energy goes away, Pacha Mama considers it the sweetest gift because she could then rebalance those energies.  

“To do that, to get rid of heavy energy, feeds Mother Earth.  People feel lighter.  We were taught that if you feed Mother Earth in this way for a while you can ask her for a favor.”
Like what?

“In 2002, I had a premonition my daughter was in danger, and it was connected to a trip, a school requirement, so I prayed, and I told her to be careful.  It was hard to let her go on the trip, the foreboding was so strong.  The day after leaving, my daughter fell asleep driving, ran into a concrete highway divider, and yet was virtually uninjured. 
“Mother Spirit had protected her and put angels around her and she was able to walk away from the accident.  Our Mother had saved her life.  I had never asked for anything before.  I later had a talk with my daughter, who told me she had felt she would die young.  “No more,” I said. “All bets are off.’  She realized she didn’t have that feeling anymore.  I am profoundly grateful.”  

I wanted to touch on the fact that you are an accomplished artist, and that, in fact, you are currently showing your works at the San Geronimo Lodge, where the ALL-sponsored Conference is being held next month. 

“I started painting in 1990 at the Art Students’ League in Denver. At one time had seven galleries representing my work, but then I moved into collage and multi-media works, such as “The Tree of Life with Guardians.” “World Spirit,” is based on the Native American culture, so it combines ancient images and religious symbols.” 
What are your plans for future service? 

“Twice a month for two years I met with Mother Spirit. I want to create a little book with those images and those messages from Mother.  Some of them are transcribed, and none of them have been posted.

“I want to spend the rest of my life motivating people to work for world peace.  I have come to believe that inner peace starts with forgiveness of self and extends to others, even to the systems we have created.  It leads to a respect for people with different opinions and different paths when we realize God made us each unique, each with a role to fulfill.  

“Fear of God is one of the biggest impediments to world peace -- the belief that God won’t love them or let them into heaven, that God is angry, punishing and vengeful. If that’s our best example of God’s love for us, how are we going to treat each other?
“Overall, I aspire to balance.  And to keep me inspired, I have this message from Mother fastened to my refrigerator door that I read every day:

Harp of God  Gets A New Web Presence

Marty Greenhut, William Hays and Gerdean O’Dell have been living in the construction zone.  Earlier this year Marty moved the Harp of God website into the teamcircuits milieu, which necessitated an assessment, which led to the decision to rebuild the site from the ground up.  We are very excited about the work we have all been doing. 

Marty has been culling the material that will provide a perspective for why Harp exists, including an introduction to the Urantia Book; the Correcting Time, and all of its New Age movements, including World Peace; the Monjoronson Mission; the Teaching Mission; plus, of course, who and what Harp is, what it publishes, in what formats and why.  
Gerdean has been enjoying the task of constructing the Teaching Mission page(s), including sections on the TeaM History, the Teacher Corps, the Teacher Bases, the Stillness practice, and the Transcripts, which is a lead-in to the Living Waters Library.  

William Hays, who has been serving as the Harp artist, and created the covers for Joyce Brenton’s daily meditation book, “The Mind of  Christ – Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow” and “Lessons on Prayer” by Welmek, T/R’d by Donna D’Ingillo, is a skilled webmaster who has been building the site, construction of which is well underway.
The site is incomplete, but there is enough constructed to invite you to check it out at http://www.HarpofGod.org 

Marty says, “As for my links to the political and new age channels, I am working on them and there will be additions coming soon. We have many peers to promote and link. We have many colleagues out there 
who are outside of the UB movement who are doing the same work as we do. I will be writing to each of them with a personal word of invitation and camaraderie to add them to our site as a community of co-workers.”

Gerdean extends the same invitation to the individual Teaching Mission Bases.  It is hoped that the groups will submit their story, introduce the readers to their community, to its members and their service projects and/or the service projects of its members.   Photos are encouraged. The emphasis on this TeaM presentation is relationship.  We would like to see the individual TeaM communities engage in a little friendly competition to show off the character of their group, their Teachers, their T/R’s, their members and their service projects.
As a publisher, Harp publishes hard cover books as well as e-books of a revelatory and/or visionary nature; it distributes the Harp of God Bulletin, sponsors the on-line lightenlife e-group through Yahoo.com, and networks for systems and concepts that support the values embedded within the pages of the Urantia Papers.  Harp is also considering listing in its bookstore the books of other publishers that are related content-wise to our Harp broadcasting.  For more information, contact Martyg@bcn.net  or Gerdean@cableone.net. 
Greatness lies not so much in possessing strength as in making a wise and divine use of such strength. 
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I send you forth to proclaim liberty to the spiritual captives, joy to those in the bondage of fear, and to heal the sick in accordance with the will of my Father in Heaven. 


The Urantia Book Page 1570  Paper 140: §3; ¶2





Transformed individuals will create a transformed world.





You are not alone here.  The Spirit burns bright within you.  Angels watch over you.  You are accompanied.  You are tutored.  You are cherished.








