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ALL:  Thanks, Jim, for agreeing to allow ALL to interview you in terms of service projects.  I need a good picture of you so I think I’ll use the one on the website that is so good; you look so handsome.   
JIM:  I’ll tell Blanche [Berland] you like it.  She’s the one who took it.  

ALL:  Let’s find out a little bit about you.  

Hard to believe, I heard you recently turned 70, is that so?

JIM:  Last December.  I’ll be hitting 71 one of these days.

ALL:
  A Sagittarian.  That would account for your adventurous nature, adventurous even in the context of spirituality, to judge 
from your www.lightandlife.com website.  But before we get to that, tell us about you.  Where and when were you born?

JIM:  I was born in Mississippi in 1938, at home, and lived during a time when white supremacists ran the State; it was completely segregated, and there was an epoch struggle during those years to change southern society, which was rampant with lynching and the Ku Klux Klan atrocities. 
ALL:  Tell us about your family.  Are you an only child?
JIM:  Yes.  My father was a mechanic, later became an automobile dealer.  Managed a defense plant during the war, became a tool and die maker.  He was a self-made man with little education and my mother had even less.  

ALL:  Have you been married? Had significant others?
JIM:  Yes.  I was married to a lovely lady for 22 years, Nancy, and we had two lovely daughters.  One passed on in an accident and our other daughter, Michelle, is in Jackson now.  She’s an esthetician working out of the Country Club down there.  And her daughter, Jasmine, is a lovely lady who is very talented and beautiful.  Then I had a second marriage to J’Lynn and we had a daughter named Gwendolyn.  You’ve met her. She’s still in Oxford.  We’re good friends.  

And then all the time I was in the Midwest I was with Suzanne. We were together for a long time.  Bless her heart, she is in poor health from smoking and she’s in a nursing home.  I go by to see her frequently, in Oxford.  And tend Mom, of course, who is 96.  Since I went down there, I have pretty much taken care of her.  It has been five years.  She has been in the hospital once or twice each year but she’s hanging in there!

ALL:  
Well, that’s definitely a service. 

 JIM:  It’s just something you have to do.

ALL:  Then what about your education?

JIM:  I graduated from segregated high school in 1956.  I was fascinated with the career of journalism, the romance of it.  I love to write and report.  I earned a degree in journalism at Southern Mississippi in 1961.

ALL:  Is that a BS degree?

JIM:  That’s a BS, yes.  I went to work immediately at the Jackson Daily News in Jackson.  The editor was Jimmy Ward, a famous racist, and that was an exciting time with Freedom Riders and lunch counter sit-ins and lynching … 
ALL:  What kind of circulation did they have?

JIM:   About 56,000.  Afternoon paper.
And both papers were very racist.  A time of great turmoil.  All reporters are required to carry a camera, so I became a fairly proficient photographer.  I carried all kinds of news, Freedom Riders--
ALL:  
Did you have a slant? Or were you not supposed to have a slant?

JIM:  
I just covered the straight news.  It was Mr. Ward’s job to write inflammatory editorials … lots of name-calling against northern Yankee agitators trying to destroy our wonderful southern way of life.

ALL:  That’s a good exercise in objectivity!

JIM:  It was a rowdy year or two, but I left there – not because there were any problems, but because I was only making 70 bucks a week and they offered me the job at Mississippi State University as News Editor for the campus for $125!  So I went up to Mississippi State, covered virtually the whole campus, news and photography and those feature stories for about four years.  

ALL:  Did you go to college there?

JIM:  No.  I didn’t.  Then I went to MFC Services.  At that time it was Mississippi Federated Cooperatives – again for money – and I became an editor of a former newspaper.  So I traveled over Mississippi and Louisiana for 16 years and put out 191 issues of that newspaper.  It was good and won lots of awards and I loved to write anything, shoot pictures, lay out picture spreads, etc.
ALL:  So this has been in your blood since you were a teenager.

JIM:  Yep.  It was a newspaper I could put out every month; it was exciting.  And during that time I took over all the public relations, marketing, store merchandising, all that for the Co-op and the Co-op grew to incorporate three states.  But I ran into a lot of credit problems.  Agriculture was in a slump and the farmers were underwriting the Co-op and the Co-op was having trouble surviving, so they finally went down in a merger and I saw it coming because they cut out all the marketing, so I went to Ole Miss and was Director of Public Information there for four years.
ALL:  Did you retire from there?

JIM:  No.  From Ole Miss I went to Cincinnati where I took a job at Image Matrix, downtown.  I made as much and more money as a writer up there as I made as Director of Public Information, but I worked there with corporate clients: Proctor & Gamble, Lens Crafters ….

ALL:  What kind of writing was that?  Promoting their companies?

JIM:  It was doing multi-media presentations, national sales meetings, writing all the speeches of the executives, writing material related to their products, sales materials, and we would put on multi-media presentations for the sales media.

ALL:  That’s very impressive.  Did you do the technology?
JIM:  No, I just manned the teleprompter and produced a few videos and was the principle writer.  I was the primary writer for RCA, General Electric, Lens Crafters, and a couple of more companies. It was boring, though.  You know when you’re writing a training manual about how to use Attends in a nursing home, that’s pretty boring stuff.   

ALL:  Yes. But it paid well.  

JIM:   Pretty well.  But then I got a real challenge, close to there, in Wilberforce Ohio.  I got an offer to be Public Relations for a black university, Central State, which was virtually bankrupt.

ALL:  What state is this?  Mississippi?

JIM:  Ohio, close to Xenia, close to Dayton.  They brought a new president in from the University of Virginia, Dr. John Garland, who was an alumnus and had a distinguished career, a Vietnam veteran.  He was charged to come in and reopen the university.  The offices were filled with State auditors. They had taken over the University, they had fired the Board of Trustees; they had put in an interim President, they had to fire him then they got rid of the Board again, so it was a total mess up there.  But it was exciting because I was able to rebuild everything -- all the publications, communications, the recruiting materials, etc. -- and set up the President with the editorial boards around the State – Cleveland, Cincinnati
ALL:  What was the name of that institution again?

JIM:  Central State University, in Ohio.  It’s public.  It’s the only historic black university that is part of the Ohio system and it’s the smallest school and really the school of last resort.  There are a lot of kids there from inner cities.
ALL:  You also worked with – excuse me if I am jumping ahead too far, but – you also worked with Author House.

JIM:  Yeah, after that.  I was at Central State for four years and that got kind of old.  I was interested in publishing the books I had been working on in my spare time over the years.  I had written a novel; it took 20 years to write that, and some other material.

ALL:  I know how that feels!

JIM:   I was intrigued with the new Print on Demand publishing opportunities, so I went to Bloomington [Illinois] and worked there a little less than a year.  My Mom was getting in very frail health so I decided to quit when I turned 65 and move back to Mississippi and look after her.  Of course Author House is no prize job.  It’s basically selling publishing services.  I wouldn’t call them a publisher.

ALL:  They’re a Vanity Press.

JIM:  You could call them that if you wanted to, although they published something like 28,000 different titles during the four years of their existence, so there are a lot of people who want to publish their own books!  Whether it is a war memoir, poetry for their friends, novels, or whatever. And I think it’s good to let these people do this.  There are probably some good books in there, too.

ALL:  Yes, there are.  I’ve edited some of them.  

JIM:  And so, let people express themselves.  I’m all in favor of it.  You aren’t trying to make the best seller list; you are trying to tell your story.  And a lot of writers are using it for cathartic reasons.  They’ve lost a child; they think they can help people get through that experience.  They’ve found God; they think they can help people with their religious group.
ALL:  They want to set down their memoirs for the next generation.

JIM:    So let them speak.  And there are people like Joe Vitale, who wrote Spiritual Marketing, and he was skilled enough to market it on Amazon and he can sell tens of thousands of copies.

ALL:  Marketing is the real key.

JIM:   Really, yeah.  But anyway, they’ll provide the publishing services for you.  They’ll get it printed, do the design work for the cover, get it into national distribution through the Ingram Catalog and then it’s pretty much up to you to market your book.

ALL:  Well, before we go too much further in the book publishing business, let me make sure we’ve got your background covered.  
Give me some background on your religiosity, your spiritual nature.   Did you have a spiritual or religious family, in your upbringing?

JIM:  Not really.  My parents were members of First Baptist Church but I don’t consider them spiritual people.  I was disgusted with churches early on.  The churches down there condoned and even supported slavery.  The churches down there have condoned and supported segregation.  They have not spoken out against the Klan, citizen’s counsel.  They have sat pretty much on their hands and done nothing. 
Ironically, a lot of this is coming back on them to roost.  The Southern Baptist Convention, which kept black people out of the church for years, membership has plummeted.  They have reversed their position.  Now they are actively soliciting black people to come to church, which is pretty remarkable but pretty late to get my 
respect.  In fact, they seem to be rather sincere about it.  The pastor in our city just adopted a black infant!  We’re going to have a lot of controversy about that because a lot of the deacons and people in town are up in arms about that.  

ALL:  So it’s still an issue.

JIM:   It never goes away in the South.  It’s just lamentable.

ALL:  It doesn’t go away in the North, either.  It’s just part of our history and it’s – it’s still fresh, frankly.

JIM:  It just keeps going on.  I’m convinced that a lot of people in Mississippi are very much racist.  90% of the white men voted for McCain and there’s supposed to be another battle.  It’ll be interesting because the Southern Baptists have switched sides; they want to integrate the churches, but many of the members of the churches are going to fight it tooth and nail.  I’m expecting we may have a media circus in town. 

ALL:
 So when did you find the Urantia Papers?

JIM:
At Ole Miss, and I was not a religious person at the time. I was disgusted.  Said there must be something better.  There must be a personal relationship with God.  There must be a way to discover these truths and live a good life without having to be controlled or control behavior by these rigid rules and regulations.  People saying you were going to hell if you drank a 6-pack or had a glass of wine or danced too close to a girl.  

ALL:  Okay, so that was the mindset.  What was it that opened the door for the Urantia Book?  What was the occasion?  How did that happen?
JIM:  I considered myself an agnostic when I was at Ole Miss, but then I met a fellow who introduced me to the Urantia Book and I began reading it and became totally fascinated by it.  I couldn’t find any contradictions in it.  I was just amazed by it.  So I said, “This is the center of all religion and these are the principles that I need to promote for the rest of my life.   When I write, I want to provide these insightful, illuminating spiritual truths to people who are hungry for them.”  And so the Urantia Book became the center of everything.
Later on, the Teaching Mission came along and I began to think that was the center of everything along with the Urantia Book and, you know, we really haven’t gotten to the center yet.  It’s not the center of everything.  The Urantia Book is not the center of spirituality and neither is the Teaching Mission.  Look around!  There are millions of people doing wonderful work, all across the globe, aggressive social workers, religious ministry, they’ve got their own ideas but they’re emboldened, they’re quickened, they’re challenged!

ALL:  By the spirit itself.

JIM:  Yeah!  I believe the world is undergoing a spiritual quickening, a renaissance.  People are hungry for a higher level of spirituality, a deeper level of emotional connection.

ALL:  That’s what people are discovering in the 12-step programs.  Millions of people looking for a God of their understanding, a God they can do business with, instead of an academic “thou shalt not” figurehead.

JIM:  Exactly.  Pentecostals are doing it. They’re just having a grand, wonderful time with worship and prayer, and even they are becoming enlightened.  A large group of them now have decided that hell doesn’t exist!  It was fabricated many years ago to control the lustful, evil masses.  And there was never such a place.  And, Jesus doesn’t draw any fences!  Jesus is for everybody!  Pentecostals, Muslims, Baptists … so the Pentecostals are seeing the light, seeing a brighter light.  Maybe the Baptists are. 
Someone at Gethsemane [Abbey] said the world is undergoing a lot of spiritual change, but for every change you see outside the monastery, there’s ten going on inside the monastery.  I said, “Oh, that can’t be true!” But then someone wrote a book, based on the Course of Miracles called “Who Told You You Were Naked? Re-thinking the Garden of Eden.”  So I believe that people are going to find personal religion, which is what the Urantia Book tells us to find.  I believe the world is changing, and I believe these principles of the Urantia Book and the Teaching Mission are going to be the wave of new religion.  Not just our way, but with all ways – with the Pentecostals, with the Baptists.  They are all going to change.
ALL:  Tell me when the Teaching Mission entered into the picture.

JIM:  
It was in Cincinnati.  I was working for Image Matrix, in 1992, I guess it was.  But let me back up.  I was reading the Urantia Book in a vacuum in Mississippi.  I couldn’t find but one other reader and he 
was 200 miles away.  And when I moved to Cincinnati, I said, “There must be other people reading it.”  I called Father Robert Schuer, a Catholic priest, a wonderful guy, coordinating the Urantia Book reading.  So we began meeting over at Jack Burdick’s house, reading and socializing over there; we had a real nice group.  And then soon after that somebody came over from Indianapolis and said we had been assigned a celestial teacher if we wanted.  His name was Tarkus.  We didn’t know about that but we talked about it quite seriously. 

I was really suspicious of that kind of thing.  I thought I was well grounded in the Urantia Book instead of that other stuff.  But then I got a hold of some transcripts by Teachers Ham and Welmek and Daniel, and I read them and I looked for contradictions and I looked for BS or whatever and didn’t find any.  It sounded good.  So one day Mike Painter came over, transmitted for us, and it was just a beautiful lesson.

ALL:  Did he introduce you to Tarkus at that time?

JIM:  
He did.  He transmitted Tarkus for us.  So then the people in our group were charged with trying to learn to transmit and I didn’t think I would be able to do it.  I was not that interested!  Linda McIntyre came over; Mike Painter came over; Ted Blaney came over and began to transmit.
ALL:  They cultivated you.

JIM:  Yes, we had two or three transmitters.  Charlotte Gordon.  She knew nothing about the Urantia Book.  It kind of bothered her that she was talking terms that she was not familiar with.  She was transmitting.  She eventually quit transmitting and went back to her therapeutic healing.  She works with celestials doing that.  So anyway, I was thinking hard about transmitting, and I would go into my room and try to relax and get it done, through the stillness, and you know it’s not a matter of trying.  The harder you try … you’re not going to make it.  It’s a matter of release.  And you know we do workshops on that … on Stillness and on forgiveness and love.

ALL:  The Stillness Foundation.

JIM:
Yeah.  We organized the Stillness Foundation that teaches those very lessons.  And I was getting a few words, and dog-gone! When they just blurt out, it’s “Whoa!” and you say, “I didn’t say that!”  You just have to pay attention.  I was getting a little bit.  Ironically, our entire group went up to Naperville at the supposed materialization which turned out to be a debacle for some but not for others.

ALL:  It was a gleaning of those who were looking for wonders and those who were going to stick with it through thick or thin.

JIM:
  Yeah, that’s what some say.  There was an aftermath session following that, with people who weren’t so disgusted they just stormed out, and we talked to teachers like Elicia and Andrew who explained—

ALL:  Teacher Andrew from Pittsburgh? he?

JIM:  Yes, transmitting through Susan M.  And we talked to him about it but they didn’t understand why Machiventa had not materialized to our satisfaction, or why the mortals were reacting so radically.  They said from the beginning that this would be an attempt on their part.  And they always said, “We are going to attempt to do this.”  And so they attempted to do it.  
And then the woman that T/R’d Machiventa that day said he was indeed here, this is a universe broadcast, those are all the plans, and I am now stationed here on Urantia, and everybody is hearing this broadcast.  He wasn’t visible.  He wasn’t materially visible.  So that was major consternation for people who brought their video camera.

ALL:  
He was there but they couldn’t see him with their human eyes so they couldn’t believe.

JIM:  Right.  So they stormed out and the Indianapolis group was really disrupted.  One fellow said, “Well, that proves the Teaching Mission is the work of the devil!” How it proves that, I don’t know, but they split apart and it took some time for them to get back together with a leaner group; they are still transmitting Welmek.

ALL:  He is a wonderful teacher.

JIM:  Yes.  He seems to survive these things.  A few people said that Naperville changed their lives!  A marvelous occasion. It’s in the eye of the beholder.  Anyway, that event had happened, and our group was in somewhat disarray, and someone said, “You know, maybe I am imagining all this,” and “Why did I drive all the way to Chicago?” and by that time I had made a connection and I was ready to go transmit to them, so it’s almost like consciously or accidentally, somehow I stepped into the breach just when there wasn’t anybody who was willing to transmit.  I remember going over to Jack’s house and transmitting what I thought were some really nice lessons, and then when I moved to Mississippi, Steven Mark transmitted for a while.   A wonderful, beautiful guy.  Passed on now, you know. ALS.
ALL:  Yes.  ALL published a memorial to him in an earlier issue.
JIM:  Michael would come over and transmit. We had a lot of people come by.

ALL:  Is Tarkus one of the Teacher Corps or is he a celestial artisan?

JIM:  He’s one of the Teacher Corps.  He’s a morontia teacher.

ALL:  I always thought he was one of the artisans.  Bakim is an artisan, then.

JIM:  She is an artisan and my personal teacher, Elisha, is an artisan.

We had visits from all over.  Abraham visited a couple of times. Christ Michael visited one night.  Wow.  That was a powerful experience.  I’ve always been somewhat dubious, cynical and that, about having to live on this planet, so I look at things with a curious eye.

ALL:  Jaundiced, yes.

JIM:  I hope it’s not too jaundiced. I didn’t think Lester existed.  I thought that was some kind of a fabrication.  People fool themselves!  But lo and behold, I was transmitting one night and along comes Lester!  So I am continually learning something.  

ALL:
  Well, once you have experienced something, you can see the value of it.  Whether it’s true or not, the value of it is true, and so it helps rationalize all these entities that might otherwise not make sense.  But if there’s value in it, and the value is part of your lasting package, if it helps to build your spirit reality, then it’s worth having had the experience.  Whether they are real or not, is secondary.

JIM:  Well, I’ve never been a spiritual guy.  I couldn’t just get up and make a spiritual speech.  I just know those words coming out of me.  They’re just using my vessel, my voice.  I could never do that.  I could never write poetry. I just couldn’t do it. I just have to turn myself over to the teachers and work myself into the alpha state and let them do it. I read it back and I’m amazed!  I’m not good at even saying a prayer in public.  But I don’t have to be.  
I learned that you can just trust yourself in the Stillness and have the faith that when you knock on God’s door He is going to answer, and when you feel in your heart love and longing and passion, they are going to come to you and they are going to let you serve.
ALL:  Exactly.  And this gets back to the focal point of this interview.  This is what we do in terms of service.  This is your service.  You are a transmitter.  And yet you are also a Journalist, and most of your life your service work has been through your journalistic efforts.  Publications.

JIM:  I think they just use your skills, whatever they are.  Or, if I can write, they will use me, and my job is to present these higher spiritual values.  In my writing, in my photography, in the novels I write, crackling good novels, and in everything I do.

ALL:  Yes, tell us about the novels, what you are writing.  I have read several of them.

JIM:  Well, they are like sci-fi novels in the sense that they don’t create imaginary worlds; it’s just that extra-terrestrials are here!  And the plot manages to work the Urantia philosophy, the ascension plan would be the perfect plan for the time and space worlds, and that’s the philosophy that’s created through the characters and through their actions and through the interweaving of events. 
 There’s a mentor type relationship in part of it – when people aren’t shooting one another and falling off cliffs.  And it’s like all these human aide mentoring books that have been coming, in a way, you are able to present the higher values of the Urantia Book to people that really need them.  And the higher mission and the greater, true identity of Jesus and who he was.  He’s been high-jacked, you know, by the Christians, and he has been represented very poorly.  
ALL:  I recognize that.

JIM:  Yeah, so don’t throw out Jesus with the dirty bathwater you get in churches.

ALL:  But it does lend rhyme and reason to the myriad other spirit helpers that are implanting value, Jesusonian type values, in the minds of those who may not want to focus night and day on a Jesus entity.

JIM:  Well, as you know, the Teachers send us to Stillness, and through the Stillness we develop a personal relationship with the Father.  Ask for what we want and we receive.  We are energized in that presence, the Stillness being the method that they use.
And if the Teachers send us to the Stillness, and we find God through the Stillness, we are going to find out that God is sending all kinds of help for us.

ALL:  And it is reflected in all kinds of personas and conceptual holograms.

JIM:  Since we are all unique, there are no two people alike in the whole universe.

ALL:  It’s just a very creative universe, from the creator.  It’s very exciting.  Tell us about some of your future service plans.  I know you are never dried up.  You are always full of new ideas.

JIM:  Well, we are having a lot of fun with our projects.  We’ve got 10 CDs out and…

ALL:  You and Mark Austin?  

JIM:  Yep. I go over to Dallas and we interlace my spiritual poetry, which is based on these higher values, with some of his wonderful instrumental work.  
And then on these CD’s we put a lot of guest artists who are trying to get a break, too … wonderful musicians like Lily Frazier and Richard Knox and Rick Brunson who need to be exposed, too, so we try to pack 80 minutes of beautiful stuff in there. And these higher values that people need to develop a relationship with God.  Do the Stillness, love one another, get beyond dogma.  
Of these CDs, six were in the Soul series.  Then I did a CD called Celestial Fusions – Realities of the Teaching Mission – in which the Teaching Mission is explained on both sides.   Then there is one called Jesus of Urantia, which takes readings of Jesus and about Jesus from the Urantia Papers.  
Then recently, I’ve been working with Andrew and some of the other celestials on humor.  We have a CD called Grinning Through Apocalypse: One Armageddon at a Time. 
ALL:  I suppose you’ve got Lester in there?

JIM:  Yes.  So, there’s some funny stuff.  I think you’ll like it.  It’s pretty bizarre.
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ALL:  And you are working on a Teaching Mission book?

JIM:  Right now I am working on several projects, as usual.  A Teaching Mission book which will include 30 or 40 contributors telling their experiences with mission and with celestial teachers, their thoughts on the reality of it, changing times, and we’ll find from these 30 or 40 people that the teachers have powerful, positive influence packed in their life and it has impelled them into high levels of spiritual service!  Not just in publishing but in every field these people are working in; they have inspired them to do more.  Then we’ll let the teachers talk and there are chapters about who they are, what the mission is, is Jesus coming back, and since we’ve got hundreds and thousands of pages of transcripts, it will be our job to hone it down into a great book that really does honor the teachers and the Melchizedek curriculum.

ALL:  I think it’s a great idea.

JIM:  And I think it might have some commercial value, for a change, really.  But we’re doing it, anyway.  There is so much material; we are doing a companion piece, a 365-day inspirational of some kind whereby somebody can give a complete lesson in one sitting.  Here’s a lesson on tolerance; here’s a lesson on this, here’s a lesson on that.  It will be a companion piece.  We will be quite a few months dealing with that.
ALL:  It will need some serious editing.

JIM:  I just finished a fourth novel, which is really a powerful piece of work -- and much better than my others, which were good enough – called “Lucifer’s Gardens.”  It’s 182,000 word/pages.  I’m looking for an agent for that one because, like I said, it is a remarkable piece of work.  Parallel universes.  Scenes from pre-history where some stranded Pleaideans are trying to deal with the aftermath of the Lucifer rebellion on the planet and then in modern day we have a global corporation which is being clandestinely managed by extra-terrestrials who actually kidnapped the U.S. President, who resembled Bush and replaced him with a synthetic robot. The highly advanced robot continues to get smarter; attack New York; it’s a fine piece of work.  It’s an adult action adventure, provocative sex and violence, but interwoven is the ascension plan and “be ye perfect.”  I even have a character give a Urantia Book to the President.

ALL:  The robot? Or the original?

JIM:  One of my characters.  These characters just keep coming back.  In fact, you remember Dark Riders?

ALL:  Yes.

JIM:  
It’s revealed that Columbine is really an extra-terrestrial.

ALL:  She was always kind of weird.  

JIM:  Yes, she was always one, and Chelsea was an inveterate liar about some of the events; she is reintroduced as a character, the same character as on the Edge of Dark Night.  I’m having fun, anyway.  So a series of fiction books.

And I am working on a photography book with the University of Mississippi.  I traveled the back roads of Louisiana and Mississippi with some interesting people and places and I have a huge stack of photos they are going through now and I’ve also started another book of photographs:  Calhoun County, which is intended to be provocative cultural statements.  The theme is something like in the fictional world of Yoknapatawpha, created by William Faulkner in Lafayette County, which is the home of Ole Miss.  Everything that Faulkner wrote was like a postage stamp of reality. Yoknapatawpha County and all the different characters and what they represented, like the Snopes, but the University of Mississippi changed all that and brought the County into the 21st Century, but just south of there is an intensely poverty-ridden world that is still divided against itself.  First they fought Indians, then they fought the Civil War, then they had sharecropping, then they had segregation, so people always divided against themselves.  And what has that wrought?  It has wrought poverty, regression, retardation.  They wouldn’t even integrate the schools.  When that happened, they fled to Christian academies so they could be all white.  People there have continually divided themselves to the point now where ironically on one hand it is a peaceful, comfortable, wonderful sanctuary for some of these people to live their lives and for others it’s a place that has totally smothered their ambition and everything about their lives, stagnating there.
ALL:  They need revelation.

JIM:  I’m not going to write stories about it.  I’m going to let the pictures tell the story.

ALL:  Well, a picture is worth a thousand words.

JIM:  We’ve got the Mexicans who run a little ghost town and do sweet potatoes; we’ve got the saw mill.  Or we used to have the saw mill.  It’s owned now by outside interests.  They’ve taken it all. Warehouse their own close to the land and the garment plant has gone to Taiwan or somewhere.  They wound up being divided against themselves, so if they can’t work together and they can’t keep outside forces from destroying their lives ….
ALL:  It may one day be a very cosmopolitan place!

JIM:  I don’t know. It’s a weird place.  We’ve got about 18 Baptist churches in one of the poorest counties in the world.  

ALL:  But they’re letting the black people in now.

JIM:  But they are still divided among themselves.

ALL:  Well, everybody divides among themselves.  That’s the nature of creatures, I think.  They band together into a school and then they separate. Isn’t it true what the Urantia Book says, that ignorance and prejudice are the two greatest handicaps to progression.  

JIM:  It’s amazing how much bickering and backstabbing there is among the churches.  Again, people are divided against themselves.

ALL:  Well, even in evolved religions and enlightened environments there are people who fight against each other.  It’s because of beliefs.  We’ve got to let people have their own beliefs, whatever that may be, and build our relationships not on beliefs but on the faith on something that something intelligent is ruling by divine design and if we were loving to one another instead of trying to get each other to believe the same way, we might find ourselves able to work with each other instead of against each other.

JIM:  Yes.  There are some elderly folks living out their days; they got clean hands.  They are just wonderful people except they are still blatant racists.  It’s just them.  Not the blacks, not the Mexicans, not Muslims.  They are prejudiced against all kinds of people.  They don’t like the Jews, they don’t like the Yankees.  They are just divided against themselves.

ALL:  Little pockets of sectarian thinking.

JIM:  But I don’t want to say all that.  I just want to shoot pictures that show it. Pictures that show great ironies and dichotomies.

ALL:  Well, that is artistry, if you can capture that.  That is true artistry.

JIM:  They are putting in little storefront churches next to Sno-cone stands.  Here is a picture of the last supper, but all of the people are black.  Here’s the village with murals on the buildings of Mexican children with sweet potatoes.  The longer I live there, the more I see it’s an amazing place. Then I started looking at photographs by people like William Eggleston who was able to shoot an oven with the door open and it was considered a piece of art, and the more you look at it, maybe it is a piece of art.  It’s all quite fascinating to me, anyway.

ALL:  At this point in our interview, I generally run out of questions and so I ask my final question and that is, of all the things that we talked about today, what is it that I didn’t ask and that we didn’t cover that you would like to make a point of putting on the record insofar as this interview is concerned?
JIM:  We covered my whole checkered career.  We covered the value of Stillness, the Urantia Book, the Teachers, the Teaching Mission Book, what we are trying to accomplish.   There’s no point in talking about how disappointed I am with the Urantia people for not accepting us.  We never wanted to cause any disruption.

ALL:  Not at all.

JIM:  It’s like we were trying to cause some dissension.  We just wanted to go into the Stillness and talk to the Teachers.  
ALL:  The ministering spirits that the UB tells us work with us.

JIM:  I did think of a couple more things. 

ALL:  Go ahead.

JIM:  I didn’t mention that I’ll have the Celestial Songbook 2 out in a few weeks.  It’s at the printer - probably available to order next week.  It’s a second songbook, which is more or less transmitted from the celestial artisans.  It’s co-created, but they do most of it.

It’s like lyrical poetry mostly.  Song lyrics.  Mark Austin has done five new songs based on it, and we’re working on a CD called “Souls in Wonder” which we are going to try to do this month. This songbook included more stuff.  I’ve got a section that’s more spiritual poetry and one for romantic poetry and one for just folksy stories and whatnot, just an effort to get all my poetry in that book.  

I’m also working on a book called “Insights and Idiocies”.  It’s going to be basically one-act plays and skits, comical, and it will be like a series of short plays and skits.

ALL:  Great!  Get some dramatization going on.

JIM:
Yes, and my masterwork, which will be out in a few years, is tentatively called “Radical Religion, Simple God” in which I will seek to explain that mainstream religion on the planet is mostly all radical, the beliefs and practices, and true spirituality is more represented by those of us who actually develop a personal relationship with God and talk to Teachers.  They think we are radical, but the First Baptists are radical and traditional Jews are radical and fundamentalist Muslims that blow up people – they’re all radical.  Religion is radical on this planet, but God is simple.  
I was inspired by Abraham’s lesson in New Zealand where he said, “God is simple; man complicates.”  I have written three chapters of this book and each chapter starts out the same way.  But then I want to take up politics, marriage, etc.  I am working with a Melchizedek named Mantuba and Mantuba is packed with compassion.  He can be startling he can be provocative and he can turn things on their head.  There are some remarkable things I am learning from him.  He has been a mentor of mine since the IC in Colorado and of course they are driving my thoughts.  I am not driving these things.  I’m not sure what I’ll be working on next week.  I’ll be working on something then all of a sudden I’ll be conceiving a novel and the whole novel will be finished before I get back to the original project.
ALL:  So how many hours a day do you spend at the desk?

JIM:
  Not that many, really, but it varies.  Anyway, that book should be a masterwork.  We talk about subjects like partisanship and palpable things.  I’m looking now at how it should be framed.  Should I call it “A hundred different startling truths”?  Should I let Melchizedek just dictate the whole thing?  Should I call it “Melchizedek Views”?  Or should I do a Q&a and make it “Beyond Dogma”?  So now I’m laboring with just how to frame it all up.  But it will come together and it will get done.
I wanted to say, too, that I probably have a reputation on the e-mail lists as being argumentative or confrontational, irascible, too blunt.  Sometimes I’m trying to be funny and it doesn’t come across, but sometimes I’m just plainly outspoken and may hurt people’s feelings.  Well, I really regret that.  I was trained as a hard-nosed journalist who would go out and ask the hard questions and I read “Catcher in the Rye” and I hated “phony bologna” and I always want to be straight-forward and say what you mean and mean what you say, but to a lot of people that can be too … disturbing to them, so I have probably ruffled some feathers in the past which I owe apologies for.  But then again, I do believe that these lists are for people who can stand the heat of the kitchen and can sit down and talk about these critical spiritual issues we have with a balanced view, without a chip on their shoulder.  A lot of times when I am expressing thoughts and ideas and philosophies, that’s what they are.  They’re not even set in concrete.  I may start out transmitting them at some point, but I’ve always hoped the lists could be a place for discussion and debate --  

ALL:  A safe place.
JIM:  
--to deal with these things!  But then I’ve always hoped the news would be that, too.  But the news isn’t like that either.  Personality spats. Cable news is a total mess.  I’ve always had a greater ideal for journalism than I think journalism lives up to.  Those are additional thoughts.

ALL:  Thank you!  Those are invaluable thoughts because of the fact that we are so influenced by the media, and since we are dealing with broadcasts from – allegedly – broadcasts from the Teacher Corps and the Order of Melchizedeks and on up the ladder, that’s media, and people are influenced by the media, so how the media is driving, leading, focusing, forecasting, is going to have an impact on our future and there is a responsibility involved and remembering who you serve is a very important question.  Many people have to serve because of a paycheck, so when you serve the celestials, or when you serve God ….

JIM:
Well, luckily, journalism is being reinvented.  The day of the newspaper is gone! It’s now multi-media, on-line, everything from Twitter to TruthOut, and I think these organizations will be on-line, and print on demand.  They will combine video, audio, in-depth essays, headline news, they’ll include every possible kind of media and they’ll try to tie you in with it.  What do you think about this story?  I see TV already doing that.  Go to their blogs.  Lead you into the internet, into the computer, because television’s days are numbered.  I’m hoping for future works we no longer look to so-called Fox news, or even MSNBC for news.  It’s not news.  It’s politics.  It’s paid shills, pundits, and they are determined to give Republicans, Rush Limbaugh, equal time.  Why?  I don’t know.  But news is like TruthOut, or New Heaven New Earth News Service, they are covering some deeply critical, significant issues with intelligence and clarity.  The New York Times.

ALL:
  Well, intelligence and clarity frightens people.  We just talked about that.  Sometimes just setting forth reality is too much for people to deal with.

JIM:
Yes.  Journalism has always looked down its nose at its audience.  It is taught to write on a fifth grade level then later they said, grudgingly, you can write on a high school level.  I’m not interested in news on that level.  I’m interested in what Bill Moyer has to say after he has studied a subject in depth.  I think we’ll find some quality news services and they will be delivered on-line and they will be multi-media.  They won’t be anything like what we’ve got now.

ALL:
Well, if people learn to think, maybe they’ll learn to enjoy that kind of thing.

JIM:
Well, I believe in Correcting Time.  I believe the planet is quickening and I am quite optimistic.  People say the planet is going to be destroyed.  They certainly don’t have much faith, do they?

ALL:
  No.  Not in this – not in the work that can be done, not in the opportunities presented.  This is a very exciting time.  It is not a time that I would want to haul off and leave.

JIM:
People all over the world are doing wonderful things -- spirituality and peace activists and one thing and another.  Eventually we’ll surge to where we’ll be controlling things.  I think we have that opportunity now in the White House but they don’t know what he is talking about, or they choose not to know what he’s talking about.  He’s talking about reality at a higher level, which people can actually get together in town hall meetings and in Congress and shape a bill.  Now people are in the back of the room hollering, “Obama is going to do this, going to take away that.”  It’s a pack of lies to begin with. It’s not Obama’s bill. It’s Congress’ bill.  In fact there are four bills in Congress.  Which one are you talking about?  Don’t holler at us.  Sit down and work it out!

ALL:
I’m sure we will!  
Well, Jim, this has been a great opportunity to find out some of the details I’ve wondered about, and to share some of these facts about you and your philosophies and your goals with other people as well. Sometimes we get myopic perspectives on people and it’s nice to be able to open up the window and let the fresh air of new news and other data enter in to flesh it out.  It’s been a great opportunity to visit with you, and so again, on behalf of the Association for Light and Life, thank you very much.

Jim:  It’s been my pleasure. Thank you.

* * *

The Taos Conference

The September 18-20 Taos Conference was a delight and a success.  The group photo is featured below.  Thank you, ALL, and all who attended for making it a memorable - maybe, hopefully, even an annual, event.  
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Believers must increasingly learn how to step aside from the rush of life — escape the harassments of material existence — while they refresh the soul, inspire the mind, and renew the spirit by worshipful communion.


Urantia Paper 156: § 5, ¶ 12 
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